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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

Hearing aid apparatus comprising: 
first signal path having a microphone for receiving soxmd in a 
vicinity of a us^, a processor for processing the sound into a processed sound, 
and a speaker for\outputting the processed sound into a vicinity of an ear canal 
of the user; 

a sec^d signal path for establishing communication between at 
least a portion of the first signal path and a location remote from the user; and 

a switchVor automatically selecting the first signal path or the 
second signal path in res^^onse to detected occurrence of a predetermined 
condition of the second signal path. 
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2. Heaf|0ik aid apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the first 
signal path is selecteilAvhen the hearing aid apparatus is in a hearing aid state. 



3. Htearing aid apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the second 
'^V^ signal path is selected when the hearing aid apparatus is in a commimications 
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state with a remote Communications device. 

4, Hearing Bid apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
predetermined condition is a detected ring condition of a cell phone. 
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5. Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined conmmjn is the absence of a detected active signal in the second 
signal path for a predetermined period of time. 
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6. Hearing aid appariktflisraccording to claim 1, wherein the second 
signal path is a two-way commumleation path with a telephone network. 

\ 

g aid apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 
nally select between the first signal path and the second 




8. Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 
a switch to place the apparatus into a sleep state, wherein power to at 
least some components is shutdown. 



9. \ Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 
a memory to store a first set of sound processing control parameters for 

the first signal Rath, and for storing a second set of sound processing control 
parameters, different from the first set, for the second signal path. 

10. HeafuigYid apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the first set 
of sound processing qontrol parameters are selected based on a hearing 
impairment of a use 



11. Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the 
second set of sound processing control parameters are selected based on the 
quality of a transmitted signal. 



12. Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the second 
set of sound processing controlVparameters are selected based on the quality of 
a transmitted signal. | 




Attorney Docket No. 022577-404 




-22- 



13. Ifearing aid apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 
a switch fotinpfianually selecting the first signal path or the second signal 
path, such that whefcisjhe second signal path is manually selected, the apparatus 
is automatically pTac6d%ito a sleep state in response to the predetermined 
condition. 



14. Hearing aid appa^; 
a switch for manually pla< 




ccording to claim 1, comprising: 
apparatus into a sleep state. 



15. Hearing aid apparatus according to claim 2, comprising: 
a switch ror selecting a communications mode wherein the hearing aid 
state is disabled, and the apparatus can be switched between a commimicatioiis 
state and a sleep state. 




